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WINTER FUN AWAITS IN LUDINGTON WITH WEST MICHIGAN’S LARGEST NYE BALL DROP, NEW WINTER BEER FEST AND LANTERN-LIT SNOWSHOEING
LUDINGTON, Mich. – Dec. 5, 2014 – What do you get when you combine 6,000 LED lights, 40 wooden snowshoes and 20 craft brewers? One incredible winter in Ludington. The Ludington community is kicking off its winter season with favorite holiday traditions like the New Year’s Eve Ball Drop, new downtown festivals like Pure Ludington Brrrewfest, and other events to enjoy the region’s natural beauty.
“Winter is a magical season in Ludington,” said Brandy Henderson, executive director and CEO of the Ludington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau (LACVB). “It starts with our quintessential New Year’s Eve Ball Drop that looks like a Norman Rockwell scene, continues with a new craft beer festival in January, and is completed by weekends of snowshoeing at Ludington State Park. There is something for everyone this winter in Ludington.” 

New Year’s Eve Ball Drop - West Michigan’s Largest NYE Ball 
Ludington’s biggest annual celebration takes place in winter on New Year’s Eve. Billed as “West Michigan’s largest New Year’s Eve Ball,” Ludington’s New Year’s Eve Ball Drop offers the quintessential, small-town New Year's Eve celebration – complete with an outdoor beer garden and music, a ball drop with 6,000 LED lights in the heart of downtown, plus fireworks. The day kicks off with a Resolution Run 5K at 12:31 p.m. on 12/31. Evening activities begin at 9:30 p.m. when an entertainment tent opens for music, dancing and beer tasting. Then at midnight, the ball will drop from high above the intersection of James Street and Ludington Avenue at the core of downtown, which is open only to pedestrians that night. Once the clock strikes midnight, fireworks launch over the rooftops of downtown. 
“New Year’s Eve is one of our biggest sales days of the year – even bigger than the Fourth of July,” said Brad Reed, co-owner with business partner and father Todd Reed of Todd & Brad Reed Photography in downtown Ludington. The nature photographers keep their gallery on Ludington Avenue open until 1 a.m., with shoppers streaming in up to and after the ball drops. Other downtown businesses stay open late as well on Dec. 31.
The New Year’s Eve event is free, though beer is available for purchase. Commemorative glasses will be sold for $8 in advance or $10 that evening. For more information, visit downtownludington.org/light-up-the-lake/.
Pure Ludington Brrrewfest Features Michigan Craft Beer, Live Music
Already known as a craft beer destination thanks to microbrewery Jamesport Brewing Company, nationally-recognized Mitten beer bar and summer beer festival Suds on the Shore, Ludington is adding a new craft beer festival to its offerings – Pure Ludington Brrrewfest. Held Jan. 31 from 1 - 6 p.m. at North James Street Plaza, the afternoon beer fest will feature 20-plus brewers and live music in downtown Ludington.

- more -
Confirmed brewers include Arbor Brewing Co., B. Nektar, Bell's Brewery, Brewery Vivant, Founders Brewing Co., Greenbush Brewing Co., Jolly Pumpkin Artisan Ales, Mountain Town Station, New Holland Brewing Co., North Peak Brewing, Rochester Mills Brewing, Saugatuck Brewing Co., Starving Artist (new Ludington nanobrewery), Storm Cloud Brewing Co., Shorts Brewing Co., Vander Mill and Virtue. More will be added as the festival nears. The music lineup is being confirmed and will be posted at pureludington.com/beer.
“This craft beer event is a perfect way for people to get out, shake off the winter doldrums and share an afternoon together enjoying some of Michigan’s finest craft brews and live musicians,” said Henderson, who is managing the event on behalf of the Ludington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau. “We encourage everyone to bundle up, head downtown and have a great time.”  
Tickets for Brrrewfest are $25 in advance (available at pureludington.com/beer) or $30 at the door and include a 5 oz. commemorative sampling glass plus six drinks tokens for sampling. Additional tokens and pint glasses are available for purchase at the event. A portion of ticket proceeds and purchases will benefit the Friends of the Ludington State Park, a non-profit organization of volunteers dedicated to preserving, enhancing and promoting the wise use and conservation of Ludington State Park.
Kicking off Brrrewfest is The Big Chill - a cool evening of local craft beer, ice cream and small plates on Thursday, Jan. 29, 6 - 9 p.m. at Jamesport Brewing Company. This stand-alone event will pair beer and food by Jamesport, and dessert and ice cream by Best Choice Market and House of Flavors, along with entertainment by local artists and musicians. Space is limited, and tickets are $40 per person (does not include admission to Brrrewfest) and can be purchased at Jamesport Brewing, House of Flavors, Ludington & Scottville Area Chamber of Commerce and the Ludington Area Center for the Arts. Half of the proceeds of each ticket sale will be donated to the Ludington Area Center for the Arts. 
“Shoe-Year’s” Lantern-Lit Skiing/Snowshoeing, Guided Snowshoe Hikes at Ludington State Park 

A variety of nature trails in the Ludington area become excellent cross-country skiing and snowshoeing trails in the winter – and one of the most popular places for a winter sojourn is at 5,300-acre Ludington State Park. Several miles of trails are groomed for cross country skiing, and snowshoers can explore any of the other trails. 
The park also hosts a series of daytime and evening events on winter weekends through February starting at the Warming Shelter, weather permitting:
· “Shoe Year’s” Lantern-Lit Skiing /Snowshoeing – Jan. 3, 17, 31, and Feb. 14, 6 - 8 p.m. Visitors can add a unique experience to a New Year’s visit to Ludington – snowshoeing at Ludington State Park. On the first Saturday after New Year’s Day (Jan. 3), the park will begin hosting its popular lantern-lit snowshoeing in the evening. Visitors can bring cross country skis and/or snowshoes to ski or walk a lighted, groomed trail.  A bonfire is at either end to warm up and enjoy a hot beverage. The park has 40 pairs of wooden snowshoes to loan for free on a first-come, first-served basis. Park staff can help novice trekkers get started. No reservations needed. Participants should dress warmly, wear winter shoes or boots, and bring a flashlight. Free.*
· Guided Snowshoe Hikes – Jan. 10, 24, and Feb. 7, at 3 p.m. and 7 p.m.; Jan. 17, 31 and Feb. 14 at 2 p.m. (same days as lantern-lit snowshoeing). This 1.5-hour guided snowshoe hike highlights the park’s nature and history through snow-covered sand dunes. The park has 40 pairs of wooden snowshoes to loan for free on a first-come, first-served basis, fitting visitors aged 10 years old to adult. Reservations are not required. Staff is on hand to help novice trekkers. Participants are advised to dress warmly and wear winter walking shoes or boots. Free.*
- more -
* A Recreation Passport is required for entry
In addition to snowshoeing and cross-country skiing at Ludington State Park, the Ludington School Forest Trails offer five miles of trails. Other local trail systems such as Big M, Crystal Valley and Pentwater are in neighboring communities. For trail information and maps, visit pureludington.com/MasonCountyTrails.cfm. 

ABOUT LUDINGTON

Located on the shores of Lake Michigan with miles of beachfront and water access, Ludington offers a quintessential “Up North” experience close by. Ludington and surrounding Mason County deliver the perfect combination of unspoiled natural resources and unrivaled outdoor recreation with quaint, small-town charm. And it’s all within easy reach, located at the intersection of U.S. 31 and U.S. 10. Come to Pure Ludington – Up North close by. For information on the Ludington area including lodging, events, and other tools to help plan your next Ludington getaway, visit PureLudington.com or call (800) 542-4600.
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