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LUDINGTON EVENTS AND NEWS 

September - November 2015 
MEDIA CONTACT: 
Kim Skeltis, APR; 616-419-8385; kim@blueblazepr.com

EVENTS/FESTIVALS









For a complete list of events by month, visit pureludington.com/visitors_calendar.cfm
Denotes Halloween/Autumn-Themed Event
Denotes Christmas Holiday-Themed Event
Denotes a new event

September

NEW – GO GREEN! – GO BLUE! Shoreline Cruise on the S.S. Badger, Sept. 6, 8:30 - 10:30 p.m. ssbadger.com/schedule-fares/shoreline-cruises-2015.html. Passengers can cruise the Ludington shoreline and celebrate GREEN & BLUE. All-you-can-eat Badger Buffet included. Adult tickets $39; kids $20; kids under 5 are free. 

Day Hike at Ludington State Park, Sept. 19, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m., Ludington State Park - Hamlin Lake Beach House, 8800 W. M-116. michigan.gov/ludington. As part of National Trails Week, the Ludington State Park interpreter will lead a guided five-mile hike through the park while teaching about its natural and historic significance and visiting unique spots along the trails.  Bring a beverage and lunch to eat at one of the park’s scenic and historic spots.  Free with a valid Recreation Passport. Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adult. No reservations needed.  
Arthur Benjamin, Mathemagician, Sept. 24, 7:30 p.m., West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. Dr. Arthur Benjamin, professor of mathematics and a magician, presents a dynamic presentation called “Mathemagics,” suitable for all audiences, where he dem​onstrates and explains his secrets for performing rapid mental calculations faster than a calculator.

October
Slightly Plugged, Stories in Song, Oct. 2, 7:30 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts, 107 S. Harrison St. ludingtonartscenter.org. Hosted by Freemont John with special guests. 

MSU Bebop Spartans, Oct. 10, 7:30 p.m., West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. The next generation of great American jazz musicians is represented in this ensemble playing improv, bebop, swing, blues and soul. 
Autumn Day at Historic White Pine Village, Oct. 10, 10 a.m. – 6 p.m. Ludington. historicwhitepinevillage.org.

Take a step back in time and enjoy the bounty of fall harvest season when the village is overflowing with pumpkins, gourds, corn stalks and colorful decorations. Watch apples being pressed into cider, enjoy a hayride, experience a sawmill demonstration, reminisce over our farm machinery display and more. Interpreters are located throughout the village to answer questions and provide a nostalgic look at the past. 

Bell's Octoberfest Music and Craft Beer Festival, Oct. 9-10, Community Garden, downtown Ludington. DowntownLudington.org/bellsoctoberfest. This third annual festival features live music, beer tasting and delicious food. Highlights include a chili cook-off, daytime family activities, live music, and a VIP Beer School with Bell’s Brewery staff. General admission: $20, VIP ticket: $40. Details:
· Friday, Oct. 9, 7 p.m. - Beer School
· Saturday, Oct. 10 - Kids’ pumpkin patch and harvest activities, chili walk (12-3 p.m.); Bells Music & Craft Beer entertainment tent (3-10 p.m.)
The Marvelous Wonderettes, Oct. 22-24 - 7:30 p.m., Oct. 25 - 2 p.m.  West Shore Community College in partnership with the Ludington Area Center for the Arts - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. This smash off-Broadway musical  takes you to the 1958 Springfield High School prom to meet the Wonderettes, four girls with hopes and dreams as big as their crinoline skirts. As we learn about their lives and loves, the girls perform classic ‘50s and ‘60s songs: “Lollipop,” “Dream Lover,” “Stupid Cupid,” “Lipstick on Your Collar,” “Hold Me, Thrill Me, Kiss Me,” “It’s My Party” and more.
Haunted Village, Oct. 24, 3-7 p.m. Historic White Pine Village, Ludington. historicwhitepinevillage.org.  Kids in costume can trick-or-treat at the historic buildings in Historic White Pine Village in this kid-friendly, non-scary event. Wear a costume and bring a trick-or-treating bag and flashlight. A costume contest for kids 12 and under will be a part of the event, with prizes for the funniest and scariest costumes. 
3rd Annual ROCKTOBER – NIGHT OF FRIGHT, Oct. 30, Ludington Area Center for the Arts, Ludington. ludingtonartscenter.org. Enjoy a night of rock ’n’ roll and Halloween fun with games, live music and a cash bar. A prize will be awarded for the best costume of the night. 
Downtown Ludington Halloween Festivities, Oct. 31. DowntownLudington.org/halloween. Activities include:

· “Run For Your Lives” 5K, 10:30 a.m. at Ludington CrossFit ($20)

· Costume Parade (starts at Mason County Courthouse), 2 p.m.
· Downtown Trick-or-Treating, 2-4 p.m.
· After Party, 4 p.m., Mason County District Library

· City Trick-or-Treating, 6-8 p.m.

November
“Great Michigan Read” Author Talk - Emily St. John Mandel, Nov. 4, 7:30 p.m., West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. Emily St. John Mandel is the author of four novels, most recently Station Eleven, which was a finalist for a National Book Award and the PEN/Faulkner Award, and won the 2015 Arthur C. Clarke Award.
Autism Awareness Event, Nov. 5, 7:30 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts, Ludington. ludingtonartscenter.org.  Renee Tate will screen her independent film about humanizing autism, and author/writer Mary Ann Payne will speak about her book “Hadley.” 
Frank Vignola, Virtuoso Guitarist, Nov. 21, 7:30 p.m., West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu. Frank Vignola is one of the most extraordinary guitarists performing before the public today. His stunning virtuos​ity has made him the guitarist of choice for many top musicians, including Ringo Starr, Madonna, Donald Fagen, Wynton Marsalis, Tommy Emmanuel, Mark O Connor, the Boston Pops, the New York Pops and guitar legend Les Paul.
NEW – Ludington Area Center for the Arts Gala, Nov. 27, 6:30 p.m., PM Steamers, 502 W Loomis St. ludingtonartscenter.org. Give the gift of the arts to local children in this first-time fundraiser gala event to benefit the Ludington Area Center for the Arts. More details forthcoming.
Aglow on the Avenue Parade & Holiday Market, Nov. 28, events throughout day, downtown Ludington. DowntownLudington.org/aglow. The day includes a Holiday Market in James Street Plaza with Christmas tree lot, Aglow on the Avenue Holiday Parade and more, with highlights including:

· 7th Annual Holiday Craft Show, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m., Ludington Area Center for the Arts. ludingtonartscenter.org. Annual arts and crafts show featuring 30 artists and crafters showcasing handmade items for sale.
· Small Business Saturday Shopping Event, 11 a.m. - 7 p.m., downtown Ludington.  “Shop small” with downtown merchants who are offering deals on holiday gifts.
· Holiday Parade Open House, 4 – 6 p.m., Mason County District Library, Ludington. 
· Holiday Parade and Tree Lighting, 6 p.m., Ludington Avenue. Parade followed by the lighting of the downtown Ludington  Christmas tree in James Street Plaza.
SEASONAL PROGRAMS








NEW – Ludington Slow Roll, 6 p.m. on the second and fourth Thursday of the month, departs from James Street Plaza, facebook.com/spindriftcyclesports. This leisurely, “slow roll” bicycle ride through town is for all ages, skill levels and every type of bike, giving riders a chance to safely explore Ludington and enjoy good company.
Mason County District Library, 217 E Ludington Ave., masoncounty.lib.mi.us. Fall family-friendly programs await, including:

· Michigan Reads Author Laurie Keller of "Do Unto Otters," Sept. 10, 10 a.m.
· SCARECROWS! (scarecrow-decorating workshop), Oct. 2, 4 p.m. and through weekend while supplies last
· Pumpkin Party, Oct. 23, 4 p.m.     
Shagway Arts Barn, 5949 Shagway Rd., shagwayartsbarn.com. Opened in 2014, the restored 1930s-era barn features local artists who create, display and perform works from visual art to musical performances. The location includes hiking trails on the surrounding 40 acres of meadows and woods. The barn features a “Thursdays on the Lawn” Fall Concert Series through Oct. 31, featuring live music every Thursday, 4-7 p.m. plus a few weekend concerts – see schedule on website or Facebook page.
OTHER SEASONAL ACTIVITIES 








Fall Color Tours – Ludington lends itself to beautiful fall meandering, whether travelling on foot or by car.  Hikers can explore 5,300-acre Ludington State Park and see the fall foliage along one of its 21 miles of marked trails – many of which are along Hamlin Lake. Road travelers can see fall colors while learning about the area’s culture and history by driving a self-guided Mason County Cultural Trail with cell phone-accessible narration. Tour routes include the Lumber Heritage Trail with 14 stops ranging from lumber baron homes to historic cemeteries; and the Barn Quilt and Agricultural Trails that launched in fall 2014. Seventeen stops on the Agricultural Trail include autumn-themed Orchard Market for cider, pumpkins, squash and other fall produce plus homemade jams and salsas (two locations, including the big market in Free Soil with deli and fudge shop); and five-generation Kistlercrest Farms with apples from its orchard and homemade maple syrup for sale. Information at pureludington.com/MasonCountyCulturalTrails.cfm.
Fishing – Ludington is a top fishing port on Lake Michigan, with more fishing charters originating and more trout and salmon caught out of its port each year than any other in Michigan. October in Mason County means fantastic steelhead with minimum boat traffic, giving anglers the lake and the steelhead to themselves. 
LODGING SPECIALS/DISCOUNTS








Lodging Discount – Various Ludington-area hotels are featuring a fall lodging discount in September and October of 50 percent off a second night stay (excludes Fridays and Saturdays). Participating hotels can be found at pureludington.com/FallSpecial.cfm. Offer valid Sept. 8 through Oct. 31. Other hotels are offering other fall discount packages, found at pureludington.com/visitors_packages.cfm. 
S.S. Badger - “Doubles” sailing schedule extended/20 percent discount – The Lake Michigan Carferry is extending its regularly planned “doubles” schedule, with night crossings available through Sept. 13. Passengers on these sailings can take advantage of a 20 percent discount on fares from Aug. 24 to Sept. 13. This discount is for evening crossings only, cannot be combined with any other discount program and does not apply to commercial fares. Amenities during the newly scheduled evening crossings will include food/bar service and free movies. Departure times are 8:30 p.m. from Ludington and 1 a.m. from Manitowoc, Wisc. Call 1-800-841-4243 for more information. 
S.S. Badger B&B – Fans of maritime history will enjoy the chance to spend the night on the last coal-fired steamship in North America. Passengers who book a crossing on the Badger from Sept. 14 through Oct. 25 have the option of adding an overnight accommodation while the ship is docked in Ludington for $75 in a Pullman-style room featuring two single beds, private bathroom (no shower), meal, as well as use of the stateroom during the crossing. The room cost is in addition to passenger/vehicle fares aboard the Badger. For more information or to book one of the 20 available rooms, contact a reservation agent at (800) 841-4243.

ABOUT LUDINGTON
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan with miles of beachfront and water access, Ludington offers a quintessential “Up North” experience. Ludington and surrounding Mason County deliver the perfect combination of unspoiled natural resources and unrivaled outdoor recreation with quaint, small-town charm. And it’s all within easy reach, located at the intersection of U.S. 31 and U.S. 10. Come to Pure Ludington – Up North close by. For information on the Ludington area including lodging, events, and other tools to help plan your next Ludington getaway, visit PureLudington.com or call (800) 542-4600.
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