[image: image1.jpg]Pure Ludington

Ludington Area Convention & Visitors Bureau





LUDINGTON EVENTS AND NEWS – SPRING/EARLY SUMMER 2015 

MEDIA CONTACT: 
Kim Skeltis, APR; 616-419-8385; kim@blueblazepr.com
NEW THIS SEASON











SUNSET BEACH BONFIRES – Stearns Beach – A series of free community bonfires on a beautiful Lake Michigan beach following sunset will be featured at Ludington’s popular Stearns Beach starting Thursday, June 25, 8-10 p.m. Visitors can enjoy a fun, safe bonfire near the edge of Lake Michigan on the south end of the park, with live music by local artists. Other Thursdays: July 23, Aug. 27. pureludington.com/SunsetBonfire.cfm.
BOUTIQUE HOTEL – ABOVE la lune (a “petite hotel”) – Ludington is adding a new boutique hotel to the lodging mix this June. Coined a “petite hotel” because it features just two guest rooms (each sleeps two), this European apartment-style hotel is situated above trendy Blu Moon Bistro in downtown Ludington within walking distance to restaurants, bars, retail shops and Lake Michigan. Rates start at $100 per night for two on weekdays. Website and Facebook page are forthcoming; email Marilyn at mjfc27@ymail.com for information.
FARM-TO-TABLE EVENT – “Breakfast on the Farm” – In partnership with MSU Extension, Stakenas Farms (6716 N. US 31, Free Soil) will host this free, family-friendly event that gives a glimpse into modern-production agriculture. In addition to a pancake breakfast of Michigan-made products and tours of the farm, visitors will learn what it takes to be a dairy and crop farmer. Stakenas Farms is a third-generation dairy farm founded by Lithuanian immigrants in 1919. July 11, 9 a.m.-1 p.m.; breakfast until noon. Ticket info: breakfastonthefarm.com. 
FUTURE MUSEUM – Port of Ludington Maritime Museum – Ground was broken May 11 for the new Port of Ludington Maritime Museum, slated to open in 2016. Housed in an historic U.S. Coast Guard Station, it will offer a “museum within a museum,” featuring interactive exhibits about Ludington’s Great Lakes car ferry history, U.S. Life Saving Service and U.S. Coast Guard service, and Ludington’s harbor. ludingtonmaritimemuseum.org.

SPECIALTY RETAILERS – Décor Stores, Bicycle Shop, Brewery – Ludington gains some new retailers to add to its quaint, small-town charm. The Curly-Haired Girl, LLC offers French-inspired furniture and housewares (322 W Ludington Ave. Ste. 1, 231-233-6713), and Cottage Works LLC features cottage/home décor and outdoor furniture (1795 W US Highway 10, Scottville, 231-233-7010). Sports enthusiasts will enjoy Spindrift Cyclesports (opening Memorial Weekend), a full-service bicycle shop that sells, services, repairs and rents bikes of all types for youth to adults (102 W Ludington Ave., 231-425-6054.) And craft beer drinkers can enjoy microbrews by Starving Artist Brewing Co. (also opening Memorial Weekend), Ludington’s first production-only nanobrewery, in which Blu Moon Bistro will serve as its taproom. It also will brew a cream ale for Chuck Wagon restaurant.
EVENTS/FESTIVALS











For a complete list of events by month, visit pureludington.com/visitors_calendar.cfm
May

S.S. Badger Maiden Voyage, May 15, boarding at 7:45 a.m.; departure at 8:45 a.m.; arrive back at Ludington at 7 p.m. ssbadger.com. This annual tradition takes passengers minus their cars on a round-trip cruise to Manitowoc, Wisconsin, on the maiden voyage of the season for the S.S. Badger. On-board activities include movies, games, Badger Bingo with prizes, and children’s activities. Two dining areas and full bar service are open for purchases. Passengers have 90 minutes in Manitowoc while the boat is docked before heading back to Ludington. Tickets are $35 per adult, $19 for youth 5-15 years, and free for children under 5 and can be purchased at the Ludington Ticket Office, 701 Maritime Dr., starting May 11. Call 800-841-4243 for information. Rain or shine.
Shagway Arts Barn Grand Re-Opening Event, May 21-24, 5949 Shagway Rd., shagwayartsbarn.com. Opened in 2014, this restored 1930s-era barn features local artists who create, display and perform their works from visual art to musical performances. The Grand Re-Opening event starts May 21 at 10 a.m., with live music throughout Memorial Day Weekend. Visit facebook.com/shagwayartsbarn for full weekend schedule.
June
Ludington Pirates of the Caribbean Shoreline Cruise on the S.S. Badger, June 6, 8:30-10:30 p.m. ssbadger.com. Passengers can wear pirate costumes and speak in pirate lingo on this festive cruise that travels along the Ludington shoreline. Ticket price of $39 includes the Badger Party Buffet with desserts and soft-drinks, and DJ entertainment. Cash bar available with drink specials. Children 5 and under are free. Tickets can be purchased in person at the ticket office or by calling 800-841-4243. Rain or shine. 
Lakestride Half-Marathon and 5K, June 13. Half Marathon - 8 a.m.; 5K - 8:10 a.m.; 10K - 8:15 a.m. Start at Nader’s Lakeshore Motor Lodge, 612 N. Lakeshore Dr. LudingtonLakestride.com. This 35-year tradition provides runners a beautiful and festive running race weekend near Lake Michigan. All races share the same starting route and finish at Stearns Beach on Lake Michigan, with the half marathon passing through Ludington State Park featuring a run down a sand dune plus return route with views of the dunes and Lake Michigan.
Big Sable Point Lighthouse Bus Days, June 13 & 27 (also July 11 & 25, Aug. 8 & 22). splka.org. Buses run every half hour, 12-5 p.m. starting from park ranger house inside Ludington State Park, 8800 W. M-116. Visitors can forego the two-mile walk to and from Big Sable Point Lighthouse and ride a comfortable, handicap-accessible van through the sands to the parking lot in front of the lighthouse. Adults - $5; Children 12 and under - $2. Lighthouse, gift shop and tower are open on those days.
Gus Macker 3-on-3 Charity Basketball Tournament, June 20-21, all day. Stearns Park Beach. Macker.com. Billed as the largest Gus Macker Tournament in the country, the Ludington Gus Macker attracts 1,000 teams to compete along Lakeshore Drive and Stearns Outer Drive, steps away from Lake Michigan.
“South Pacific,” June 20, 26-27, 7:30 p.m.; June 21 & 28, 2 p.m. West Shore Community College - Center Stage Theater, 3000 N. Stiles Rd., Scottville. westshore.edu/community/arts_music_culture/performing_arts. WSCC presents this 10 Tony-winning Rodgers & Hammerstein Broadway musical.
Ludrock Music Festival, June 27, 11 a.m.-10 p.m.; June 28, noon-6 p.m. Waterfront Park. ludrock.com. An annual Ludington tradition, Ludrock features two days of free live music by local bands and musicians, plus a live auction with proceeds going to local charities. Food, drinks and memorabilia available for purchase. 
Early July

2015 Ludington July Fourth Freedom Festival, July 3-5. This jam-packed weekend includes a variety of festivities to celebrate Independence Day. Following are holiday weekend highlights. 
· Ludington Area Jaycees Freedom Festival Children and Pet Parade, July 3, 6:30 p.m. ludingtonareajaycees.org/freedom-festival-2015. This family-friendly event begins at the corner of Loomis and Ferry Streets and proceeds to the Waterfront Park Pavilion, where prizes will be awarded.

· Hamlin Lake Fireworks, July 3, Dusk (approx. 10:15 p.m.).  An annual fireworks tradition at Hamlin Lake since the 1970s, this fireworks display is best viewed by boat in the Upper Lake from Indian Pete Bayou west to Victory Park, or on the south shore of the Upper Lake. An ice cream social is at Wilson Hill Park prior to the display.
· Ludington Area Jaycees Freedom Festival Grand Parade, July 4, 2 p.m. ludingtonareajaycees.org/freedom-festival-2015. Freedom Festival Grand Parade float entries and participants will travel along the parade route from the corner of Madison and Ludington Avenues along Ludington Avenue to Lakeshore Drive.
· Ludington Area Jaycees Fireworks, July 4, Dusk (approx. 10:30 p.m.). This colorful, 20-minute fireworks display over Lake Michigan delights crowds whether watching on land (Stearns Beach or Waterfront Park are favorite viewing spots) or from a boat. Most people make an evening of it, arriving early to picnic, swim or enjoy sparklers.
· Ludington Fourth of July Shoreline Cruise, July 4, 9 p.m. until after fireworks show (boarding begins 45 minutes before departure). ssbadger.com. This special 4th of July shoreline cruise takes passengers along the Ludington shoreline until sunset and then gets into position to give guests a close-up view of the waterfront fireworks display. Tickets of $49 per person include an all-you-can-eat picnic buffet and soft drinks. A cash bar is available. Children under 3 are free. Tickets can be purchased at the ticket office or by calling 800.841.4243. Rain or shine. 
· West Shore Art Fair, July 4, 10-5 p.m. and July 5, 10-4 p.m., Ludington City Park. ludingtonartscenter.org. This open-air, juried fine art and fine crafts show features 100-plus fine artists in a variety of media, including clay, drawing, fiber, glass, jewelry, painting and photography. In its 47th year, the show is managed by the Ludington Area Center for the Arts. The show features live music, food stations and a children’s activity area. 
SEASONAL PROGRAMS









Ludington Area Center for the Arts, 107 S. Harrison St., ludingtonartscenter.org. The LACA regularly hosts workshops, exhibits and classes. Seasonal events include:

· No Outlet Improv Troupe, May 21, 7:30-9 p.m. Grand Rapids improv group brings a zany evening to Ludington.

· 4th Annual Maritime Magic Arts/Crafts Show, June 6, 9 a.m.-3 p.m. featuring 17 artists and crafters.
· Jill Eggers "In the Forest" Oil Painting Exhibit, June 9 - July 31, Tues-Sat., noon-5p.m. Artist reception July 10, 5-7 p.m. An associate professor at Grand Valley State University, Eggers does oil paintings based on Michigan’s woods.
· Ice Cream Social with Mike Lenich, June 24, 7:30-9 p.m., Epworth Heights Hotel Courtyard, 1161 N. Lakeshore Dr. epworthheights.net. Ludington musician Mike Lenich plays folk, Americana, '60's/'70's rock, sing-alongs as well as fun and original instrumentals on guitar, clawhammer banjo, mandolin and ukulele at this ice cream social on the hotel grounds of the circa-1894 Epworth Assembly summer resort  overlooking Lake Michigan.
· 47th Annual West Shore Art Fair, July 4, 10-5 p.m.; July 5, 10-4 p.m. See info. under July listing.
Ludington State Park, 8800 W. M-116, michigan.gov/ludington. Ludington State Park hosts weekly events, from daytime children’s activities to evening outdoor music concerts. Check michigan.gov/dnrcalendar or call 231-843-2423 for the most current program schedule. Some seasonal programs include:

· Outdoor Concert Series, outdoor amphitheater. Acoustic musicians provide free concerts throughout the summer at 7 p.m. John Marek June 20, Tim Grimm June 24, and Mark Dvorak July 4.
· Weekly Programs starting the week of June 15: Hook, Line and Sinker (Fishing) - Thursdays 10 a.m.-noon at Hamlin Dam, Arrows Away (Archery) - Fridays 10 a.m.-noon at the archery range behind the amphitheater.
· Dark Sky Program, Tuesdays at dusk June 9 and 23 (Other dates include July 7 & 21, Aug. 4).
· Tales on the Trails, June 21, 5-8 p.m. Visitors can take a stroll and read from the "Legend of the Michigan" by Trinka Hakes Noble in this library partnership program to promote Summer Reading in the Parks. Hamlin Dam. 
· Park History Walking Tour, June 25, 7 p.m. Hamlin Dam.
· Nature Discovery – Reptiles, June 27, 7 p.m. Amphitheater.
· Lost Lake Canoe/Kayak Tour, June 30, 7 p.m. Hamlin Lake Beach House.
*A Recreation Passport is required for entry. 
Mason County District Library, 217 E Ludington Ave., masoncounty.lib.mi.us. A full schedule of family-friendly programs awaits, from standing weekly programs like Story Time, Creative Kids, Games Galore and Smart Girls, to special events like Mother’s Day Tea Party May 9 at 11 a.m. and a Summer Reading Kickoff Party June 5, 7-9 p.m. See schedule of events at masoncounty.lib.mi.us under the Information tab. Adult programs include:
· "The Beatles Forever - A Short Story with Music," June 3, 7 p.m. M.L. Liebler performs favorite Beatles songs.  
· Author Program, June 18, 7 p.m., Michigan Notable Author and professional sailboat racer Al Declercq discusses his award-winning book, "Bernida, A Michigan Sailing Legend."

Sandcastles Children’s Museum, 129 East Ludington Ave., ludingtonchildrensmuseum.com. Open Fridays 9:30 a.m.-1 p.m. and Saturdays 9:30 a.m.-3 p.m. through June 6. Starting June 12, open Mon - Sat, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.; Sun 12-4 p.m. This hands-on children’s discovery museum has a variety of programs and events, including:

· Messy Mondays, 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. starting June 15
· Puppet Shows, Tuesdays at 11 a.m. starting in June
· Puppet Playtime, Thursdays 10 a.m. -12 p.m. starting in June
· Fun Fridays, 11 a.m. starting June 12
· Robotics Workshop, June 24, 9-11 a.m. (Pre-registration required)
· Craft Camp, June 22-26, 1-3:30 p.m. daily
 

Shagway Arts Barn, 5949 Shagway Rd., shagwayartsbarn.com. Opened in 2014, the restored 1930s-era barn features local artists who create, display and perform their works from visual art to musical performances. The location also includes trails to hike on the surrounding 40 acres of meadows and woods. The barn will feature a “Thursdays on the Lawn” Summer/Fall Concert Series starting May 21 and running through Oct. 22, featuring a live music set every Thursday, 5-8 p.m. (cover charge of $7/$5 for seniors/$10 per couple).
OTHER SEASONAL ACTIVITIES 







Fishing – Ludington is a top fishing port on Lake Michigan, with more charters originating and more trout and salmon caught out of its port each year than any other in Michigan. May is a prime “smorgasbord” month, with brown trout found near shore, lake trout, plus spring Chinooks averaging 6 to 20 pounds. Offshore fishing for Steelhead starts in June when these fresh-water tarpon frequent deep-water thermal barriers. For regional fishing information, visit michigansgreatoutdoors.org/west-michigan-fishing.
Paddling Sports – Mason County’s many rivers beckon for spring paddling sports when rivers are high and exciting. Rent a kayak, canoe or stand-up paddle board from one of the area’s outfitters like River Run Canoe Livery (riverruncanoerental.com) and Pere Marquette Expeditions (pmexpeditions.com), and take to the Pere Marquette National Scenic River for fun twists and turns, or the tamer Big Sable in Ludington State Park. Inland lakes like Hamlin or Pere Marquette also are great paddle destinations. 
LODGING SPECIALS










Many of Ludington’s hotels, motels, bed & breakfasts, resorts and cottages offer discounted room rates and enticing packages during spring and early summer. Find seasonal discounts, coupons and packages at www.pureludington.com/visitors_packages.cfm.
ABOUT LUDINGTON
Located on the shores of Lake Michigan with miles of beachfront and water access, Ludington offers a quintessential “Up North” experience. Ludington and surrounding Mason County deliver the perfect combination of unspoiled natural resources and unrivaled outdoor recreation with quaint, small-town charm. And it’s all within easy reach, located at the intersection of U.S. 31 and U.S. 10. Come to Pure Ludington – Up North close by. For information on the Ludington area including lodging, events, and other tools to help plan your next Ludington getaway, visit PureLudington.com or call 800-542-4600. 
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